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try to show later on, is concerned immediately only with the outside show of reality, and it implies beneath, not something corresponding to that, but something relatively incongruous with it. The novel of character brings out the contrast between appearance and reality, between people as they present themselves to society and as they are. The dramatic novel shows that both appearance and reality are the same, and that character is action, and action character.
Both these divisions of the novel may have equal aesthetic truth, then, but it is the identity with itself of the dramatic conception that gives its plot such organic and overpowering significance. Nothing in that plot is left out, or assumed. It may contain antithesis, but no mere contradictions. It will be logical in so far as the characters have something unchangeable in them which determines their responses to one another and to the situation* It will have a progression which is at once spontaneous and logical inasmuch as the characters will change, and the change will create new possibilities. This spontaneous and progressive logic is the real distinguishing feature